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Invasive Species In The News

Asian Carp Discovered Near Lake Michigan

A fisheries Biologist with the lllinois Department of Natural Resources holds a Bighead
carp caught in Lake Calumet. The fish was caught during routine sampling efforts on
June 22.

By Dan Egan, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Posted: June 23, 2010

A 19-pound Asian carp has been found near the shore of Lake
Michigan, above a navigation lock that regional political leaders had
been demanding the Army Corps slam shut to try to keep the invad-
ers out of the world's largest freshwater system. The fish confirms
what DNA evidence had been telling fishery managers for months -
that Asian carp had indeed breached an electric fish barrier on the
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, considered the last line of de-
fense for Lake Michigan. The bighead - nearly 3 feet long - is the
first actual Asian carp found above the barrier, despite weeks of
netting on the canal system and a $1.5 million fish-poisoning pro-
gram last month. It was plucked Tuesday from Lake Calumet, about
six miles downstream from Lake Michigan, by a commercial fisher-
man hired by the state of lllinois to do routine fish sampling in the
area. "We set out earlier this year on a fact finding mission and we
have found what we were looking for,” John Rogner, assistant direc-
tor of the lllinois Department of Natural Resources, said in a news
release Wednesday. "This is important evidence and the more infor-
mation we have about where Asian carp are, the better chance we
have of keeping them out of the Great Lakes." The federal govern-
ment said it has no intention to order shut two navigation locks in the
area, something regional politicians outside Illinois have been de-
manding for months. The plan is to continue "sampling actions" in
Lake Calumet, which is north of the O'Brien lock, as well as other

areas on the Chicago canal system. This will involve netting and
electrofishing. Biologists say a handful of fish making their way
into Lake Michigan does not mean a self-sustaining population

is going to get established. They say most initial invasions fail
because the fish must find a suitable place to reproduce, then
they must find each other and then their offspring must survive
long enough to repro-

duce on their own. Then, 'Special points of interest:
of course, the cycle has

to repeat itself over and ASIANCARPDISCOVERENEARLAKE
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preventing Asian carp INVASIVESPECIES

from becoming estab-
lished in Great Lakes
waters," said Mike
Weimer, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service assistant
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cials say they will do their
best to keep it business-
as-usual for the barges,
tour boats and recreational boat owners who use the navigation
locks to move between the waterways and Lake Michigan.

"The Army Corps of Engineers will continue to operate the locks
and dams in the Chicago Area Waterway System for congres-
sionally authorized purposes of navigation, water diversion and
flood control," said Col. Vincent Quarles of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. For additional information: http://
www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/97003199.htm|?
sort=most+thumbs+up
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New: CBD - Subsidiary Body for Science,
Technology and Technological Assistance
(SBSTTA) meeting in Nairobi, Kenya:  Nisc

Staff presented at a SBSTTA side event reporting on results of

the recent "Helping Islands Adapt" Conference in Auckland, NZ

that focused on building collaboration amongst islands all over

the world to enhance the internat
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to highlight the linkage between global warming and invasive spe-
cies issues. In support of this island effort, the Micronesia Re-
gional Invasive Species Council (RISC) and the Micronesia Biose-
curity Plan (MBP) are being held up as examples of effective re-
gional collaboration and encouraging work happening on invasive
species on islands. Phil Andreozzi, NISC Special Assistant for
Regional and International Affairs, presented on the Department
of Defense-funded MBP and the crucial role RISC played in influ-
encing the development of such a comprehensive, regional

plan. This presentation paves the way for future opportunities to
leverage the MBP for the greater benefit of islands and to highlight
the regional and inter-Departmental cooperation that led to its
development. (NISC Staff Contact: Phil Andreozzi)

UK: Exploring Fish Invasion

18 July 2010, University World News
Issue: 133

Bournemouth University Professor Rudy Gozlan (pictured) is lead-
ing an Anglo-Chinese expedition through remote parts of China to
discover the origins of a global fish invasion. Together with col-
leagues from the university and the Chinese Academy of Science,
Gozlan will travel more than 10,000 kilometres along two major
rivers - the Yellow and the Yangtze - to collect samples of a spe-
cies of Topmouth gudgeon. Gozlan, of the university's Centre for
Conservation Ecology and Environmental Change, is producing a
blog of his journey. The expedition represents a scientific, cultural
and historical journey as Gozlan traces the historic movement of
the gudgeon from its native East China to become one of the
world's most prolific invasive species with populations extending
as far as Europe and North Africa. Gozlan has identified that
populations of the Topmouth gudgeon outside China are healthy
carriers of a deadly non-species specific parasite Sphaerothecum
destruens. These parasite-carrying gudgeons pose a threat to fish
diversity, particularly in Europe where invaluable salmon stocks
important to Britain's aquaculture industry are at risk. "This is the
story of an innocent movement of fish from the East coast to the
West part of China which has rippled all the way to Britain some
50 years later," said Gozlan. "The Topmouth gudgeon is small in
size with a maximum length of about nine centimetres, highly fe-
cund with batch- spawning and nest- guarding behaviour and
highly tolerant to environmental changes giving it all of the attrib-
utes of a successful invader." The Topmouth gudgeon's first in-
troduction outside China was in reservoirs and ponds around the
Black Sea as part of a fish- farming agreement between China
and the former Eastern bloc. Following long distances and hitch-
hiking cross country with movements of carp, it rapidly escaped
and colonised local waters, dominating communities in ponds and
lakes. "The gudgeon's stealth invasion of the world started in the
1950s with the end of the Chinese civil war (from around 1840 to
1949) which had restricted human population mobility and trade,"
said Gozlan. "At that time, there was an increasing need for de-
veloping new sources of animal protein and black carp, grass
carp, silver carp and big head carp were rapidly introduced from

East China especially from the middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River basin to many other places including Yunnan,
Qinghai, Gansu and Xinjiang. "This species had been cultured
traditionally in East China for a long time with specific culturing
techniques," he continued. "These carp introductions for aqua-
culture, however, have been the beachhead of Topmouth gud-
geon's great escape." During the expedition, Gozlan is gather-
ing material including live samples of Topmouth gudgeon from
33 locations covering nine major catchments. The samples will

Topmouth gudgeon

be compared to material collected from populations established
from the first introduction in each country within the non-native
range. Populations will be compared for their life history traits
and parasitic communities as well as their population genetic
structure within the native range but also across the introduced
range. http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?
story=20100716190415466.

Follow the money: wealth, population are key

drivers of invasive species

University Advancement - News and Communication Services
Oregon State University

June 07, 2010

CORVALLIS, Ore. i A new study of biological invasions in
Europe found they were linked not so much to changes in cli-
mate or land cover, but to two dominant factors i more money
and more people. Wealth and population density, along with an
increase in international trade and commerce, were the forces
most strongly associated with invasive species that can disrupt
ecosystems and cause severe ecological or agricultural damage,
scientists said. An international group of 26 researchers re-
ported the new findings this week in Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, a professional journal. Dealing with these
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